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Georgians for a Healthy Future Announces Finalists
for Live Policy Ideas Pitch Competition at
Celebration of Progress & Possibilities 2026

ATLANTA, GA — Georgians across the state are being overcharged for the health care
they need, and too many are left waiting on a system that puts profits ahead of people.
Georgians for a Healthy Future (GHF) today announced the finalists selected for the
Pitch for Progress live pitch competition at its annual Celebration of Progress &
Possibilities 2026, to be held Wednesday, September 9, at City Winery Atlanta from
7:00 to 9:00 PM.

The pitch competition features invited speakers who will each present one bold idea
with the potential to improve health care affordability and access for Georgians,
presenting to a panel of judges for discussion, feedback, and recognition before a
community audience of advocates, partners, policymakers, and health care leaders.

This Year's Finalists Are:

» Tanisha Corporal, Be Well, Black Girl Initiative: Presents Rest Reimagined, a
program that prescribes restorative care, such as mindfulness, yoga, and healing
circles, for Black women facing chronic stress, building the case for rest as a
reimbursable preventive health benefit.

« Toby Terwilliger and Marshall Fleurant, Georgians for a Universal Health
Program: Propose a publicly financed, single-payer health system covering medical,
hospital, mental health, prescription, dental, vision, and preventive care for every
Georgia resident, without premiums, deductibles, or copays.

o Hridith Sudev, H-STAT: Leads student-run street medicine teams that bring
screenings and care directly to underserved Georgians across metro Atlanta, with a
vision to scale into a statewide, publicly funded network of health workers.

Finalists Will Pitch to a Panel of Judges Bringing Deep Experience
and Leadership in Maternal Health, Public Health, and Health
Policy:

« Dr. Sandra Elizabeth Ford is President and CEO of BFT Consulting and previously
served as Special Assistant to the President for Public Health and Science in the
White House Domestic Policy Council, as well as District Health Director for DeKalb
County for 16 years.

» Dr. Natalie D. Hernandez-Green is Founding Executive Director of the Center for
Maternal Health Equity and an Associate Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology at
Morehouse School of Medicine, where she leads community-driven research and
policy work as Principal Investigator of one of 12 NIH-funded Maternal Health
Research Centers of Excellence.

» Harry J. Heiman is a Clinical Professor and Director of the Doctor of Public Health
program at Georgia State University's School of Public Health with expertise
spanning health policy, health equity, and health system transformation.
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"Every day, Georgians choose between paying rent and filling a prescription,
because our health care system puts corporate profits ahead of people. This
year's finalists are imagining a different future for Georgia," said Laura Colbert,
Executive Director for Georgians for a Healthy Future. "Their ideas prove that
when everyday people organize and speak up, we can build a health care
system that finally works for all of us, not just those who can afford it."

Laura Colbert, Executive Director, Georgians for a Healthy Future

Celebration of Progress & Possibilities 2026 brings together advocates, community
members, health care stakeholders, and policy leaders to recognize a year of progress
in Georgia's health care landscape and to look ahead at what's possible. In 2025, GHF
measurably influenced 22 bills or state policies, reached more than 8,000 Georgians
with trusted information about their coverage options, and helped connect more than
900 Georgians directly with their state lawmakers, proof that when Georgians raise their
voices together, change follows.

Attendance is free and open to the public, with a suggested contribution of $25 or more.
Media representatives are invited to attend and should contact Anthony Hill for press

credentials and interview requests.

Event Details

« Celebration of Progress & Possibilities 2026
» Wednesday, September 9, 2026 | 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM
« City Winery Atlanta | 650 North Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30308

» RSVP: healthyfuturega.org/ghf_event/celebration-of-progress-and-possibilities-2026
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About Georgians for a Healthy Future

Georgians for a Healthy Future collaborates with communities and partners to
lead policy change that advances health equity for all Georgians. Our vision is of
a day in which all Georgians have equitable opportunities to achieve their highest
level of health. We do this by delivering actionable health policy information to
policymakers and advocates; providing resources to help consumers become
strong advocates, and elevating the consumer experience to inform policy
change. Read more at healthyfuturega.org.
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