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DACA Recipients in Georgia to Lose Marketplace Health
Coverage Under New Federal Rules

 
ATLANTA, GA – Starting August 25, 2025, a provision of the federal Marketplace Integrity 
and Affordability final rule will go into effect that strips Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) recipients of their eligibility to enroll in marketplace health coverage.
There are about 17,700 DACA recipients in Georgia who will become ineligible to
purchase a plan on the exchange and, in some cases, lose their current coverage.
Georgia Access is required to disenroll current DACA enrollees by the end of September.

The Final Rule will have significant impacts on Georgia’s State-Based Health Insurance
Marketplace (SBM). Georgia Access, now the second-largest SBM in the country, enrolled
over 1.5 million Georgians in its first year of operation, including about 225,000 new 
consumers. These numbers reflect the program’s importance as a primary access point 
for health coverage in the state.

Under this policy change, Georgia Access will no longer recognize DACA recipients as
“lawfully present,” cutting them off from marketplace enrollment. Starting August 25, the
state will block new applicants, and on September 30, it will remove current enrollees from
their plans. The state will notify affected individuals, many of whom rely on this coverage
to afford doctor visits, prescriptions, and other essential care.
 
“This change will take affordable coverage away from a group of Georgians who have built
their lives here and contribute daily to our state,” said Whitney Griggs, Director of
Health Policy at Georgians for a Healthy Future. “While DACA recipients likely make up
a small portion of Georgia Access enrollees, this decision will have an outsized impact on
their lives and communities. This change also comes at a time when other federal policy
shifts will put hundreds of thousands of Georgians at risk of losing their health coverage,
further destabilizing Georgia’s health system.”
 
Other August 2025 Georgia Access Changes
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While the DACA eligibility change will have the most immediate and severe effect on
immigrant communities, other changes taking effect on August 25 include:

Shorter Deadlines for Income Verification: Consumers must now resolve income
Data Matching Issues (DMIs) within 90 days, with no extensions.
New Verification Requirements for Low-Income Applicants: Georgia Access will
require extra verification steps for applicants whose reported incomes appear below
the federal poverty line.

A full summary of these and other marketplace changes is available from the state at
georgiaacess.gov 
 
What Affected Georgians Should Do

DACA recipients who lose coverage after September 30 should explore other options to
stay insured, such as Georgia Medicaid*, off-exchange plans, or coverage provided by
their school or employer, if applicable.
 
Georgians for a Healthy Future will continue to monitor changes to Georgia Access and
other health coverage programs, keeping the public informed about policies that affect
their ability to get and keep affordable care.
 
*There will be a change to how qualified immigrants are defined for Medicaid/PeachCare eligibility in
October 2026
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Georgians for a Healthy Future collaborates with communities and partners to lead
policy change that advances health equity for all Georgians. Our vision is of a day in which
all Georgians have equitable opportunities to achieve their highest level of health. We do
this by delivering actionable health policy information to policymakers and advocates;
providing resources to help consumers become strong advocates, and elevating the
consumer experience to inform policy change. Read more at healthyfuturega.org

 
GEORGIANS FOR A HEALTHY FUTURE

50 Hurt Plaza SE, Suite 1130
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
Phone: 404 567 5016
Fax: 404 935 988

FOLLOW US:   

                      

SUBSCRIBE:   

 

 

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please (Unsubscribing is not supported in previews).
 

Georgians for a Healthy Future
50 Hurt Plaza, Suite 1130

Atlanta, GA 30303
United States

http://healthyfuturega.org/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://twitter.com/healthyfuturega?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://twitter.com/healthyfuturega?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.facebook.com/HealthyFutureGA?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.facebook.com/HealthyFutureGA?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
http://www.linkedin.com/company/6612295?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CclickedEntityId%3A6612295%2Cidx%3A2-1-2%2CtarId%3A1448672783870%2Ctas%3Ageorgians%20for%20a&nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
http://www.linkedin.com/company/6612295?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CclickedEntityId%3A6612295%2Cidx%3A2-1-2%2CtarId%3A1448672783870%2Ctas%3Ageorgians%20for%20a&nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKrHW1R9i_0-p87alAhi-Gw?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKrHW1R9i_0-p87alAhi-Gw?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.pinterest.com/healthyfuturega/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
https://www.pinterest.com/healthyfuturega/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
http://healthyfuturega.org/other/stay-connected/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=
http://healthyfuturega.org/other/stay-connected/?nvep=&hmac=&emci=08ecb8c4-6483-f011-b484-6045bdeb7413&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid=

