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GOOD
MORNING!

7:30-8:00 AM Registration and breakfast

8:00 AM Welcome

Dr. Natalie Hernandez, Morehouse School of Medicine
Board Chair, Georgians for a Healthy Future

8:10 AM Remarks by Georgians for a Healthy Future’s
Executive Director

Laura Colbert, Executive Director

8:20 AM My Health Care Story
Tempestt Little, Consumer

Introduced by Alyssa Green, Outreach & Education Manager,
Georgians for a Healthy Future

8:30 AM Bi-partisan Legislative Panel
Featuring:
Senator Ben Watson Senator Harold V. Jones ||

Representative Jodi Lott Representative Beth Moore

9:50 AM Presentation of the
Linda S. Lowe Advocacy Award

Dawn Alford, Awardee
Presented by Linda Smith Lowe
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Join the conversation online!
#HCU2020
@healthyfuturega

on Twitter and Facebook

Wifi: Distinctive Capitol Caterers
Password: foodisgood

10:10 AM Introduction of keynote speaker

Michelle Conde, Communications & Special Projects Manager,
Georgians for a Healthy Future

10:15 AM Keynote address and Q&A

Dr. Jamila Michener, Cornell University

11:15 AM Special Recognition

Melanie Porter, Board member,
Georgians for a Healthy Future

11:25 AM Closing remarks

Monica Ponder, Past Board Chair
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for joining us for GHF’s tenth annual Health Care Unscrambled
legislative breakfast! We are proud to have hosted this event for the
last ten years, bringing together health advocates, consumers, provid-
ers, and public health professionals with Georgia’s leading policy
makers and national health policy experts. Long-time partners and
new stakeholders join us each year to look ahead at the health care
issues that most impact the people of our state and examine the
available policy solutions. Whether you have attended all ten years, or
this is your first Health Care Unscrambled: Welcome and thank you for
your support!

As we convene today, Georgia is in the midst of a momentous conver-
sation about what the future of health care looks like in our state.

The discussion is largely focused on which Georgians can get or keep
health coverage, what protections are essential and necessary for
consumers, what is considered affordable, and how to do the most
good with Georgia’s available resources. While many stakeholders
have weighed in with their own perspectives, the most important
responses come from Georgia families and individuals. They have the
answers to these questions in their stories about the impact of the
hospital closure on their communities, their inability to find a special-
ist who will see uninsured patients, the surprise bill they received after
surgery, the long wait for a mental health appointment with the only
mental health provider in town, and the decisions they have to make
about the family budget to accommodate rising health care costs.

The stories and experiences of Georgia consumers may not translate
cleanly into one policy solution or another. Georgians live complicated,
multi-faceted lives, and we as advocates, policy makers, and stake-
holders must embrace that as we search for ways to improve access
to care, affordability, and health outcomes. We must take care to hold
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the entire experiences of consumers at the center of our advocacy so
that we can effectively identify and implement policies that meaning-
fully improve the lives and health of all Georgians. Georgians for a
Healthy Future is committed to this responsibility and invites your
partnership in our efforts.

This morning’s program features a series of guests who exemplify the
value of consumer voice. First, we will hear from a Georgia consumer
about her experiences navigating Medicaid while balancing employment
and family. Then a bi-partisan group of state legislators will discuss
how consumer input will inform their work in the 2020 session.

Dr. Jamila Michener, author and professor at Cornell University, will
lead the final part of the program where we will examine the intersec-
tion of health and political equity using qualitative data collected
from Medicaid beneficiaries. We hope you enjoy today’s program.

Thank you again for spending your morning with us.

Sincerely,
Laura Colbert, MPH, MCHES Natalie D. Hernandez, PhD, MPH
Executive Director Chair, Board of Directors
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Senator Ben Watson
Senate District 1, Savannah
Twitter: @RepBenWatson

Senator Ben Watson M.D., a Republican, was elected to the State
Senate in 2014. He represents District 1 which includes portions of
Chatham and Liberty Counties and all of Bryan County. Sen. Watson is
chairman of the Senate Health and Human Services Committee. He
also serves as a member of the Appropriations, Public Safety and
Transportation Committees, as well as an ex officio on the Insurance
and Labor Committee, andthe Veterans, Military and Homeland Security
Committee. In 2010, Sen. Watson was elected to represent the islands
district of Savannah in the Georgia House of Representatives. While

in the House, he served as the Vice-Chairman of the Health and Human
Services Committee, Secretary of the Science and Technology Com-
mittee and a member of the Higher Education Committee. In his last
two years as a Representative, he served on the Appropriations
Committee and Health Subcommittee. During his four years in the
House, Sen. Watson was proud to be the only medical doctor to serve
in the Georgia House of Representatives. Sen. Watson has served as a
primary care physician in Savannah since 1988. He practices internal
medicine with a specialty in geriatrics. He is a native of Twin City,
Georgia and is a graduate of Emanuel County Institute and the Univer-
sity of Georgia. He earned his medical degree from the Medical College
of Georgia. Sen. Watson and his wife, Bernice, a Savannah-Chatham
Public School teacher, live on Isle of Hope. They have three sons.
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Senator Harold V. Jones Il
Senate District 22, Augusta

Twitter: @SenHaroldJones

Senator Harold Jones Il, a Democrat, w aselected to the senate in 2014.
He represents the 22nd district, which includes portions of Richmond
County. Senator Jones serves as the Democratic Whip. He is also
Secretary of the Ethics Committee while serving as a member of the
Economic Development andSenate Rules Committees. In 2004, he was
elected as the first African American Solicitor General for Richmond
County. In 2008, he was re-elected with endorsements from the
Augusta Chronicle, Augusta Focus and Metro Courier for Solicitor
General. As solicitor general, Sen. Jones handled misdemeanor crimes
and strived to balance representation of the State with advocacy for
victims and to maintain policies that apply standards of fairness and
equality for all concerned. Senator Jones has long been an active
member of his community. His affiliations include the NAACP, Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, Downtown Rotary Club, the Greater
Augusta Arts Council (former chairman), the Richmond Burke County
Youth Council (former chairman), Democratic Party

Member, Leadership Augusta (former board member), and Leadership
Georgia. Senator Jones created the Harold V. Jones Il Social Studies
Award, which is given to a Glenn Hills High School senior who plans to
study political science in college. Senator Jones earned his bachelor’s
degree from South Carolina State University in 1991. In, 1994, he
graduated from North Carolina Central University Law School. Senator
Jones is a former adjunct professor for Georgia Military College, Paine
College and Voorhees College. Currently, he works as an adjunct
professor at the University of Phoenix
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Representative Jodi Lott
House District 122, Evans
Twitter: @JodiD4Lott

State Representative Jodi Lott represents the citizens of House District
122, which includes portions of Columbia County. She was elected into
the Georgia House of Representatives in 2015. Born and raised in Maine,
Rep. Lott graduated from the University of Maine with a BSN in nursing.
She spent 18 years as a registered nurse in both inpatient and outpatient
facilities within the greater Augusta community. Currently Rep. Lott

and her husband, Jason, are the owners of Evans Rehabilitation and
Wellness, a physical therapy practice in Evans, Georgia, where she
continues to assist in administrative responsibilities. Rep. Lott currently
serves as a governor’s floor leader, vice-chairman of the Intragovernmental
Coordination Committee and as a member of the Appropriations,
Health and Human Services, Juvenile Justice, Public Safety & Homeland
Security, Science & Technology, Small Business Development and State
Properties committees. Rep. Lott and her husband, Jason, have two
sons, Dalton and Colby, and live in Evans.
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
LEGISLATIVE PANEL

Representative Beth Moore
House District 95, Peachtree Corners
Twitter: @MooreForGeorgia

Representative Beth Moore is a lifelong Georgian currently residing
with her husband, Lorie Moore, in Peachtree Corners in Gwinnett
County. She graduated high school from Wesleyan, earned dual
bachelor’s degrees in psychology and German from the University

of Georgiaon the H.O.P.E. Scholarship and received her law degree
from Georgia State University. Rep. Moore started her own entertain-
ment law practice in 2012, representing artistic talent and creative
entrepreneurs in Georgia’s music, film and television industries. From
2015 to 2017, she worked as the music business instructor at the Atlanta
Institute of Music, and from 2012 to 2013, served as the executive
director of the National Association of Record Industry Professionals
(Atlanta Chapter). She is a longstanding member of the Recording
Academy, Georgia Production

Partnership, Atlanta Film Society and the Georgia Bar Association.

As an incoming legislator, she was elected to serve as the secretary of
the Gwinnett House Legislative Delegation. In addition to spending
time with her large, extended family, Rep. Moore enjoys hiking, attend-
ing concerts, playing piano and SCUBA diving.
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
LINDA SMITH LOWE HEALTH ADVOCACY AWARD

Dawn Alford

Dawn Alford was the Public Policy Director for the Georgia Council on
Developmental Disabilities from 2013 until her sudden passing in July 2019.
In this role, Dawn led advocacy efforts to improve and protect access
to quality health care, increase opportunities for accessible education,
and expand opportunities for people with disabilities to live full lives in
their communities. Dawn was a critical organizing force in Georgia during
the 2017 efforts to defend against Congressional efforts to restructure
Medicaid and repeal the Affordable Care Act. She annually won additional
“waiver slots” at the General Assembly to ensure Georgians with
disabilities could live and work independently in their communities. Dawn
also contributed to coalition efforts that won flexibility for workers who are
also caregivers and improved the financial stability of people with disabilities
through tax-exempt savings accounts. Before coming to GCDD, Dawn
served as a transition coordinator for Disability Link Northwest in Rome.

Dawn’s accomplishments extend beyond the Georgia Capitol. As a child,
Dawn was a poster child for muscular dystrophy and met President
Reagan. She was valedictorian of Temple High School in Temple, Georgia
and later graduated magna cum laude from Georgia Tech with a chemical
engineering degree.

Dawn’s mother Jean will accept the Linda Smith Lowe Health Advocacy
Award on Dawn’s behalf.

The Linda Smith Lowe Health Advocacy Award is given each to an
advocate whose work advances access to quality, affordable health care
in Georgia. This award is named in honor of Linda Smith Lowe who
dedicated her career to serving as an advocate on behalf of underserved
Georgians who need a voice on health and human services issues.
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HEALTH CARE UNSCRAMBLED 2020
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Jamila Michener, PhD

Twitter: @povertyscholar

Jamila Michener, PhD is a professor in the department of Government
at Cornell University. She studies American politics and policy, with a
particular focus on the political causes and consequences of poverty
and racial inequality. She is author of Fragmented Democracy: Medicaid,
Federalism and Unequal Politics (Cambridge University Press).
Michener’s research has been supported by the Institute for Research
on Poverty, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, the Russell Sage
Foundation, the National Science Foundation, the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundationand the Ford Foundation. Her public writing has
been featured in the New York Times, the Washington Post, Vox and
the American Prospect. Her commentary has appeared on Wisconsin
Public Radio, New York Public Radio, and Vox. As an engaged scholar,
Michener is co-leader of the Finger Lakes chapter of the Scholars
Strategy Network, an organization focused on bringing academic
researchto policymakers, civil associations, and the media. Michener
also sits on the advisory board of the Cornell Prison Education
Program and teaches in local correctional facilities. Prior to working
at Cornell, she was a Robert Wood Johnson Health Policy Scholar

at the University of Michigan. She received her MA and PhD from

the University of Chicago and her undergraduate degree from
Princeton University.
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Thank you
to our sponsors

CHAMPION
Hemophilia of Georgia

ADVOCATE

American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities

Georgia Primary Care Association

Harry Heiman & Abby Friedman

Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America

ALLY

Akerman LLP

Alan & Renee Levow
Amy & Robert Arogeti
CareSource

Emory Rollins School of Public Health

Georgia CORE

Iris & Bruce Feinberg

Positive Impact Health Center

Satcher Health Leadership Institute at Morehouse School of Medicine
Susan Kupferberg & Richard Mitchell
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SUPPORTER
AbsoluteCARE Medical Center & Pharmacy

Banny Lesesnhe

Beth English

Cindy Zeldin

Georgia Budget & Policy Institute

Georgia Council on Substance Abuse

Georgia Equality

Georgia State University School of Public Health
Georgia Watch

Grady Health Systems

Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies Coalition of Georgia
llene Engel

Julie Edelson

Lewis & Joanie Shubin

Lois Frank

Mabra Firm, LLC

Medical Association of Georgia

Mercy Care

United Way of Greater Atlanta

HOST

Abbie Fuksman
Advocates for Responsible Care

AJ Robinson & Nicole Ellerine

American College of Physicians, Georgia Chapter
Deep Shah

Don Rubin

Georgia Collaborative ASO/Beacon Health Options
Georgia Dental Association

Georgia Nurses Association

Jeanney Kutner

Laura Colbert & Chris Tavel

Martha Katz & Marshall Kreuter

Maura George & Andy Simpson

Melanie Porter

Natalie Hernandez

National MS Society

Shepherd Center

University of Georgia College of Public Health
Voices for Georgia’s Children
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Comprehensive services and support for

Hemophilia \ people with inherited bleeding disorders

OfGeOI'gla Community building through client events

and educational programs
It takes more than medicine...

Trusted resource for medical providers

www.hog.or
9-org Rewarding opportunities for volunteers and

contributors
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“l don’t think anyone should lose the
chance to battle cancer because
they don’t have coverage. Medicaid
. saved my life.”
— Cindy, Thomson, GA

Medicaid Covers US, a public education project from the American Cancer Society

Cancer Action Network, fosters an open dialogue about the value of Medicaid in the
lives of countless Americans and their families. When we ensure that people get the
care they need, our communities — our hospitals, schools and economy — thrive.

Join the conversation and explore how Medicaid covers US at
MedicaidCoversUS.org.

To watch our films about people with Medicaid or in the

coverage gap, visit MedicaidCoversUS.org/films. s

Cancer Action

[ _|
‘ Network=
Ame;i:an
. 4 ety

Medicaid covers US

The voice for Georgia health care consumers

THANK YOU GEORGIANS FOR A
HEALTHY FUTURE

»

R o

Thank you for speaking up and protecting Georgians!

Harry Heiman and Abby Friedman
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The Georgia Primary Care Association proudly supports
Georgians for a Healthy Future

(Q Georgia
() Primary Care
%# Assaciation

www.georgiapca.org

The Georgia Primary Care Association is
a member service organization
representing 34 Federally Qualified
Health Centers (FQHC) which serve
appoximately 600,000 residents in
medically underserved communities
throughout the state.

315 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. | Suite 1000 | Decatur, GA 30030
0 404.659.2886 | F 404.659.2801

THANK YOU TO THESE INDIVIDUAL
AND FAMILY SPONSORS
ALAN & RENEE LEVOW
AMY & ROBERT AROGETI
BRUCE & IRIS FEINBERG

SUSAN KUPFERBERG & RICHARD
MITCHELL

GHF'S WORK IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF
YOUR SUPPORT

L
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THANK
YOU

GEORGIA CAN’T LIVE To our Cover Georgia
WITHOUT GRADY. partners and the

health care heroes
We are Georgia’s largest Level 1 trauma who sent comments
center, one of two verified burn centers, about Georglds
and we house the state-of-the-art Correll health care plqns to
Cardiac Center and the Marcus Stroke Georgiq’s governor!

|

and Neuroscience Center which has set
the standard in stroke care. We're true

innovators. Not only are we leading the G y —
field in medical treatment and education, 1
but compassion as well. gradyhealth.org GEORGIANS ron s

I:ﬂ:l Grady

THANK YOU TO THESE ALLY
SPONSORS

EMORY UNIVERSITY ROLLINS
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH

GEORGIA CORE

POSITIVE IMPACT HEALTH
CENTERS
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A Lifetime ,
of CARE CareSource

$»

GGOrglaState SCHOOL OF
Umver51ty® PUBLIC HEALTH
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Innovation.org

elcome to the future of medicine. For all of

GOBOLDLY

_— A
== e America’s

=smemm Biopharmaceutical
Companies

Join our action alert network
www.GeorgiaEquality.org
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THANK YOU TO THESE
SUPPORTER SPONSORS

BANNY LESESNE JULIE EDELSON

BETH ENGLISH LEWIS & JOANIE
SHUBIN
CINDY ZELDIN
LOIS FRANK
ILENE ENGEL

GHF'S WORK IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF
YOUR SUPPORT

&

United Way of Greater Atlanta Salutes

GEORGIANS FOR
A HEALTHY FUTURE

..............
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"The Satcher Health Leadership Institute

a»

MOREHOUSE

<’ SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

The Satcher Health Leadership Institute at the Morehouse School of Medicine is on a mission to
develop a diverse group of exceptional health leaders, advance and support comprehensive health
system strategies, and actively promote policies and practices that will reduce and ultimately
eliminate disparities in health.

www. satcherinstitute.org

‘ Georgiacouncil
°"Substance
Abuse

GEORGIA
WATCH

™
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Nearly 8,000
strong, the
leading voice
for physicians

(and their patients) AbsoluteCARE
in Georgia. salutes GHF for

unscrambling

2 Medical Georgia health

§ Association policy all year

of Georgia long!
Building a Better State of Health Since 1849

Absolute CARE

Medical Center & Pharmacy
www.absolutecare.com - 404.231.4431

Proud supporter of
Georgians for a

l'!ealthy Future * Primary medical care
since 2016 » Behavioral health
 Pharmacy

Case management
Dental care

;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;

[ ]
L]
a e Vision care
,THE
M/MABRA Learn more at mercyatlanta.org
F !

@" MERCY CARE

HOPE IN HEALING
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Board of Directors

Natalie Hernandez, Chair
Assistant Professor, Morehouse School of Medicine

(TBD), Chair Elect

Bancroft Lesesne, Treasurer
Medical Oncologist, Georgia Cancer Specialists (retired)

Dewanna Burke
Senior Program Manager, AT&T

Emily Eisenhart
Director of the Center for Addiction Recovery and Clinical Faculty at the
Jiann-Ping Hsu College of Public Health, Georgia Southern University

Jennifer Murphy
Public Health Professional

Harry Heiman,
Clinical Associate Professor at Georgia State School of Public Health

Davida Jones
Manager, PwC

Kirk Lyman-Barner
Owner, Client First Insurance Solutions

Monica Ponder
Past Chair, Public Health Communicator and Community Activist

Melanie L. Porter
Director, John Deere Human Resources (retired)

Deep Shah
Primary Care Physician, Gwinnett Clinic

Staff

Laura Colbert, Executive Director
Michelle Conde, Communications & Special Projects Manager
Alyssa Green, Outreach & Education Manager
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2020 GHF Policy Priorities

o Increase the number of Georgians with health insurance

Stabilize Georgia’s health insurance marketplace

consumers purchasing private health insurance.

Set and enforce standards that provide for equitable
coverage of mental health and substance use treatment
services by health plans.

e Ensure access to care and financial protections for

Prevent nicotine use and addiction by young Georgians.

Support partners in integrating health and equity in the
policies across every sector to address social determinants
of health that prevent equitable access to care and
equitable health status

)
G I GEORGIANS rForA
1 HEALTHY FUTURE

THE VOICE FOR GEORGIA HEALTH CARE CONSUMERS

50 Hurt Plaza SE, Suite 806
Atlanta, Georgia 30303
404-567-5016
info@healthyfuturega.org

www.healthyfuturega.org
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