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appropriate oversight. GHF supports legislation that sets standards and oversight procedures to ensure that 

Georgia consumers receive the coverage for mental health and substance use disorder benefits to which they 

are entitled by law and for which they have paid.

5. �Prevent nicotine use and addiction by young Georgians

Georgia has one of the lowest tobacco taxes in the country at just 37 cents per pack, which makes tobacco 

much more accessible to youth in Georgia than in many other states. Moreover, Georgia does not apply an 

excise tax on the nicotine-delivery devices (e.g. e-cigarettes, vaping pens) that are preferred by young peo-

ple today. For price-sensitive young people, increasing the price of tobacco and nicotine products decreases 

use and addiction, and the burden of chronic disease in Georgia. Georgians for a Healthy Future supports 

legislation to increase Georgia’s tobacco tax by at least $1 and to add an equitable excise tax on all nicotine 

delivery devices. 

6. �Support partners in integrating health and equity in the policies across every  
sector to address social determinants of health that prevent equitable access to 
care and equitable health status.

Factors outside the health system such as adequate housing, education, and economic opportunity impact 

the health of individuals, families, and communities. Left unaddressed, these and other complicating factors 

can inhibit the effectiveness of approaches that are strictly within the health system.  Georgians for a Healthy 

Future supports policies that aim to advance health and health equity by addressing the social determinants 

of health.
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