POLICY PRIORITIES

2019–2020

1. Increase the number of Georgians with health insurance.
Georgia’s uninsured rate hit a historic low of 12.9% in 2016, but remains one of the highest uninsured rates in the
country because Georgia has not accepted federal funds to cover low-income Georgians. Approximately
240,000 Georgians remain stuck in the resulting coverage gap. These Georgians do not qualify for Medicaid
under current rules and do not earn enough money to qualify for financial help through the Marketplace.
Georgians for a Healthy Future supports closing this gap by extending health insurance to all Georgians with
incomes up to 138 percent of the federal poverty level.

2. S
 tabilize Georgia’s health insurance Marketplace
Almost half a million Georgians are enrolled in health care coverage through the health insurance Marketplace.
While Georgia’s Marketplace has proven robust, the last two years have brought declines in enrollments, as federal
policy changes have undercut its stability. Other states have taken steps to shore up their markets by implementing state reinsurance programs, instituting state-level consumer protections and enforcement mechanisms,
limiting the sale of short-term junk plans, and investing in outreach & enrollment. Georgians for a Healthy Future
supports policies that promote affordable, comprehensive coverage and a competitive, stable Marketplace.

3. E
 nsure access to care and financial protections for consumers purchasing private
health insurance.
When consumers enroll in a health insurance plan, they should have reasonable access to all covered services
in the plan. As narrow provider networks become more common, health care consumers are at increased risk
of not being able to access the medical services and providers they need without going out-of-network and
receiving surprise out-of-network medical bills. In 2015, the National Association of Insurance Commissioners
adopted a network adequacy model act for states. Georgians for a Healthy Future supports using this act as
a foundation to develop quantitative standards for Georgia. Georgians for a Healthy Future further supports
legislation that will hold consumers harmless when consumers end up with out-of-network bills despite making appropriate efforts to stay in network or because inadequate provider networks require them to go out of
network to receive the services that they need.

4. Set and enforce standards that provide for equitable coverage of mental health
and substance use treatment services by health plans.
The 2008 passage of the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act (Parity Act) required that health
plans cover behavioral health services as they would physical health services. The Parity Act is only meaningful if health plans are implementing it well, consumers and providers understand how it works, and there is
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appropriate oversight. GHF supports legislation that sets standards and oversight procedures to ensure that
Georgia consumers receive the coverage for mental health and substance use disorder benefits to which they
are entitled by law and for which they have paid.

5. P
 revent nicotine use and addiction by young Georgians
Georgia has one of the lowest tobacco taxes in the country at just 37 cents per pack, which makes tobacco
much more accessible to youth in Georgia than in many other states. Moreover, Georgia does not apply an
excise tax on the nicotine-delivery devices (e.g. e-cigarettes, vaping pens) that are preferred by young people today. For price-sensitive young people, increasing the price of tobacco and nicotine products decreases
use and addiction, and the burden of chronic disease in Georgia. Georgians for a Healthy Future supports
legislation to increase Georgia’s tobacco tax by at least $1 and to add an equitable excise tax on all nicotine
delivery devices.

6. S
 upport partners in integrating health and equity in the policies across every
sector to address social determinants of health that prevent equitable access to
care and equitable health status.
Factors outside the health system such as adequate housing, education, and economic opportunity impact
the health of individuals, families, and communities. Left unaddressed, these and other complicating factors
can inhibit the effectiveness of approaches that are strictly within the health system. Georgians for a Healthy
Future supports policies that aim to advance health and health equity by addressing the social determinants
of health.

50 Hurt Plaza SE, Suite 806
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

PHONE
FAX

404 567 5016
404 935 9885

healthyfuturega.org

